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[Inclosure.l 
Report of vessels inspected at Hongkong, China, for week ended October 28, 1899. 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number 
of cabin 
passen- 
gers. 


Number 
of steer- 
age pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
rejected. 


Oct. 24 




Manila, F.I 


70 
53 
40 
53 
37 


2 






16 



12 



1 


Oct. 25 




San Francisco, Cal.. 


1 


Do 







Oct. 26 




New York, N. Y 





Oct. 27 




1 








Do ... 


do 


50 

82 




10 


34 
25 





Do 




do 


2 











o Crew bathed and their clothing disinfected. 
6 Supplemental bill of health. 

Hongkong, November 6, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith report of transactions at 
this station for the week ended November 4, 1899. 

Kespectfully, J. C. Perky, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. JET. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.l 
Report of vessels inspected at Hongkong, China, for week ended November 4, 1899. 



Date. 


Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number 
of cabin 
passen- 
gers. 


Number 
of steer- 
age pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
rejected. 


Oct 31 




New York.N.Y 

Manila,P.I 


17 
88 
65 


2 
25 
23 



33 
43 









1 


Do 




do 


1 


Do 

Nor. 2 

Do . 


U. S.ship Manuel Llguna(o) 
U. S. St. launch Worthing- 
ton. 






Manila,P.I 


10 

10 
335 

49 

128 







2 
29 




. 



3 
506 





do 







Argentine ss. Presidente 
Sermente (6). 


do 







do 





Do 




San Francisco, 
Cal. 


8 









a Supplemental bill of health. 

b Argentine naval vessel. 

cCrew and steerage passengers bathed and their baggage disinfected. 

Report showing number of deaths occurring in Hongkong during the month of September, 1899, 

and their causes. 

I.— Genebal Diseases. 

(A) Specific febrile diseases- 
Zymotic — 

Whooping cough 1 

Fever, typhoid (enteric) ; 3 

Fever, simple, continued 1 

Diarrhea 32 

Dysentery 8 

Bubonic fever (plague) 58 
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Malarial — 

Fever, intermittent >.. 5 

Fever, remittent 20 

Fever (undefined) :.... 22 

Beriberi 17 

Septic — 

Septicaemia 4 

Puerperal fever 1 

( B) Diseases dependent on specific external agents. 

Effect of injuries- 
Burns 2 

Drowning 4 

Suffocation by landslip 1 

Rupture of spleen 2 

Fracture of skull 1 

Wound of thigh 1 

Cutthroat (suicide) 1 

Dislocation of neck from fall ' 1 

Gangreneof arm 1 

Errors of diet — 

Alcoholism ; 1 

(C) Developmental diseases. 

Immaturity at birth 6 

Debility 7 

Old age 4 

Marasmus and atrophy 18 

Inanition 3 

(D) Miscellaneous diseases. 

Rheumatism 1 

Cancer of uterus 1 

Cancer of larynx 1 

General tuberculosis 2 

II.— Local Diseases. 

(A) The nervous system. 

Meningitis 2 

Apoplexy 4 

Paralysis 2 

Paralysis, paraplegia 3 

Infantile convulsions 25 

Tetanus 2 

Trismus : 71 

Hydrocephalus 1 

Tumor of brain 1 

Senile dementia 2 

(B) The circulatory system. 

Heart disease 12 

Aneurism 1 

(C) The respiratory system. 

Bronchitis 22 

Pneumonia 5 

Phthisis \ 61 

Pleurisy 2 

Broncho-pneumonia 1 

174 
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(D) The digestive system. 

Icterus 1 

(E) The urinary system. 

Bright's disease 1 

(H) Affections connected with parturition. 

Childbirth , 1 

(I) The skin. 

Boils : 4 

(J) Diseases of organs of locomotion. 
Hip-joint disease 1 

III. — Undefined. 

Dropsy 4 

Undiagnosed 14 

Total 473 

Death rate per 1,000 per annum for September, 1899, 22.2. 

COLOMBIA. 

Description of the country around Bocas del Toro from a sanitary point 
of view — Fruit plantations. 

Mobile, Ala., December 8, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to submit to the Bureau the results 
of the observations made during a trip around the Chiriqui Lagoon 
after the close of the quarantine season of 1899. Transmitted under 
separate cover is a chart of the lagoon and vicinity, on which I have 
attempted to locate the various settlements and plantations with which 
ships engaged in the fruit trade have communication. 

The Chiriqui Lagoon is described as being 32 miles long, from east to 
west, 12 miles wide in the center, 5 at its eastern, and 10 at its western 
extremity, and is capable of receiving, in security, vessels of heavy 
draught. The entrance between Bluefield Point and Water Cay is 3} 
miles wide, being open north and south. 

I visited all the large plantations of the United Fruit Company, 
starting at Monkey Cay on the western shore, going as far down as 
Cricamola Eiver. The shores of the lagoon for the greater part, &\\ 
around, are low and swampy for a distance of one to two miles inland. 
The plantations are situated behind the swamp, in the valleys of the 
numerous rivers and creeks which enter the lagoon, and access is had 
to them either by boats up the streams, or by narrow-gauge railroads, 
which have been built through the swamp. So numerous are these 
plantations that I should estimate the population in the lagoon proper 
at about 5,000. On the larger estates, especially those of the United 
Fruit Company, commodious buildings have been erected for the 
accommodation of employees and laborers. 

The meteorological conditions are peculiar, owing to the influence of 
the northeast trade winds and the high cordillera in the background ; 
the amount of rainfall is something enormous, there being practically 
no dry season ; electrical disturbances are rare ; wind squalls are fre- 
quent, hurricanes never occur; the average barometric pressure is 
29.50 inches, and the temperature varies between 75° and 90° F. 



